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Consent Policy Disclosure and Barring Service 
 

The DBS relies upon your consent as the legal basis for processing your data. This 
enables the DBS to be in line with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). 
 
The DBS helps organisations to prevent unsuitable people from working with 
vulnerable groups including children. 
 
On rare occasions and in certain circumstances a manual certificate is produced and 
on these occasions a person with a manual certificate cannot join the update system. 
 
Information that is disclosed on DBS certificates is extremely sensitive and personal, 
therefore organisations using the DBS checking service must comply with the 
governments code of practice. This code is there to ensure organisations are aware of 
their obligations and that information released will be used fairly and is handled and 
stored appropriately. 
 
The DBS collect your personal data to process requests for criminal records, issuing a 
DBS certificate to the applicant and in certain circumstances obtaining fingerprints. 
 
Your information may be used by the DBS for testing purposes to ensure 
organisations are correctly meeting the specified requirements of the DBS. 
Applications submitted may be used to make sure that organisations are correctly 
complying with the requirements and standards that the DBS insist on.    
 
The DBS provide a service which enables employers in the public, private and 
voluntary sectors to make suitability decisions about those they employ. This is 
providing information to enable them to determine whether individuals are unsuitable 
or unable to undertake certain work in particular with occupations involving regular 
contact with vulnerable groups including children. 
 
The DBS may share information with third parties for other purposes where they are 
legally permitted to do so. 
 
Accurate personal information must be given on the application form. Failing to do so 
will require a new application being submitted and it is an offence under the Police 
Act 1997 to make a false statement to obtain a certificate. 
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