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Diary of a DG - April 2023 – Month 10 
 

2nd April. After a lovely day on the Settle to 

Carlisle Railway with friends (a rare occasion this 

year) we travelled from Wakefield to Scunthorpe 

for their Charter Lunch to celebrate 59 incredible 

years of service. Whilst researching what the club 

has been up to, I came across a post stating that 

the club had raised over £1,000,000 over the life 

of the club. It is amazing when clubs can reflect 

on how much they have achieved throughout 

their proud history. Talking of proud history, I 

also had the privilege to present not one but two 

Bert Mason Lions Humanitarian Awards to Lion 

Bob Hall with 53 years’ service and Lion John Sennitt with 52 years’ service.  I also 

recognised those newer members who will hopefully help to see this club reach even higher 

milestones. 

 

Another busy month of charters, club visits, club 

branch development and District and Multiple District 

meetings. Even managed to spend some quality time 

with my own club. 

 

4th April Sue and I spent a fabulous day travelling to 

London to attend our first Lions Day with the United 

Nations (LDUN) which was held is the prestigious 

Palace of Westminster. 

The event was presided over by PDG Neil Martin, and 

we were treated to inspirational presentations by CC 

Alastair Joel, PID Phil Nathan and of course the amazing Lion David Evangelista. However, the 

highlight was being entertained throughout by one of David’s adorable children, sketching all 

the way through his dad’s speech. The event was concluded by a vote of thanks by our very 

own CC elect David Pope.  

6th April. Start of a long weekend of Lionism in 

Cambridgeshire. Sue and I joined Zone Chair David Broadley 

and Lion Richard Morris to visit Newmarket Lions Club. We all 

attended to show support for this long serving club who are 

currently struggling due to a variety of issues. We were met 

by three lovely Lions, who shared some of the great service 

projects currently being undertaken. We helped judge one of 

these, which is a drawing competition for three age groups, 



each receiving an Easter Egg for their efforts. It is with great sadness that I report that the 

members of this club are planning to close at the end of the year. 

7th April. Back with ZC David again we visited a care home in Cambridge (very nice but none 

of us can afford to move in!). We were meeting with their business development manager about 

his interest in becoming a Lion and how we can work together to help the residents access the 

community and the community use the care home facilities. Lots of great ideas and we invited 

Scott and his wife and children to join members of New Century for a social walk in Cambridge 

the following morning. 

 

11th April. Visit to Southwell Lions Club to present long service 

chevrons to Lions Verdun Webley, Mike Broadly and Richard 

Woodward. Great to see Lion Dee back at the meeting all the way 

from South Africa. Great meeting and always nice to hear the goings 

on of a busy club.  

 

13th April. Having agreed to return to the role of National Hunger 

Officer, I held a quick zoom meeting for District Hunger Officers. 

This was great to hear the various projects going on across the MD 

and we have started to discuss how we can work together over the 

next Lionistic year to support our clubs in this essential service area. 

15th April. Multiple District Global Service Team meeting at 

National Headquarters. Wonderful to see our District is 

represented with four Lions from CE in the room and a fifth 

attending virtually. Thanks to Lions Ian Constable, and Verdun 

Webley for their attendance and contribution, Council Chair 

Elect David Pope for attending virtually and of course PID Phil 

for chairing this extraordinary meeting. One of the most 

inspirational meetings I attend. 

Later that day a quick change, collect Sue and back in the car to drive across to Peterborough 

for their Charter. Such a fun evening shared with friends and the surprise presentation of a 

Melvin Jones Fellowship to President Bill Peacock.  

 

18th April. Day off work to drive to Benfleet to attend Castlepoint Lions lunchtime meeting. 

This may be a small club, but like so many they punch way above their weight. It was really 

eye opening to hear what they get up to now, but also interesting to hear some of the stories 

of old. No names will be mentioned! The homemade bread pudding was well worth the long 

drive. 

 

19th April. Strategic Planning meeting and I am very pleased to share (pun intended) that we 

have agreement to fund the Lions Share folders. We hope to have these ready for our next 

cabinet meeting on May 21st for onwards distribution to clubs via their Zone and Region Chairs. 

 



21st April. Global Membership Approach (New Clubs) meeting. Exciting to hear how things are 

progressing towards the formation of club branches in Cambridge and Newark, with others in 

the pipeline. A meeting is arranged for those clubs who have expressed their support for 

forming Club Branches on the 2nd of May. Speak to ZC David Broadley if you are interested. 

22nd April. Back with the club for a well-deserved social. Started with a 

Sip and Paint session, with seven of us attempting to paint a lake scene 

with dragon flies. To say I was pleasantly surprised at the outcome of all 

our pictures is an understatement. It was such fun, and we will be back 

again soon. This was followed by a fab Thai meal at the local pub.  

 

23rd April. Travelled across to Lowestoft for 

a lovely afternoon at Beccles Charter. Really 

pleasant afternoon with good food and great 

company, with President Chris doing his pantomime dame 

impressions!! 

 

24th April.  Worked from 

home so I could get a quick 

start on my drive to 

Coningsby and Tattershall 

Lions Club. I have looked 

forward to visiting this club for a while as they are prolific 

service reporters with a wide range of projects but also 

as Sue and I were both keen to hear more about their 

Leo club. Had an informative meeting in the Lions Den, 

with tea and biscuits. Very friendly and fun club. Even had the privilege of badging up Lion 

Tracey Firth. 

 

29th – 30th April. Bungay Vintage Car Rally. Travelling 

over on Saturday morning 

to spend the afternoon 

helping to set up the field, 

then back again at 7am to 

start marshalling the car 

park and main field. New 

Century Lions with help 

from our friends ran the 

car park, allowing Bungay 

Lions to concentrate on the 

main event.  

We also had great help from some of our wonderful Leos from 

Great Yarmouth and Bungay. Together we can. Alone we cannot. 

 

 



Coningsby & Tattershall Lions 
 

Coningsby & Tattershall Lions are egg-stremely delighted to 
announce that their Easter Egg Competition raised £911 for 

charity. They are grateful to all the local businesses who sold 
squares and to everyone who purchased one.  
 

Coningsby & Tattershall Lions 

are also pleased to present the 
latest member to the pride: 

Lion Tracey Firth who will be a 
ROARSOME asset!! 

Photo includes Lion President Peter, Lion Tracey, and District 

Governor Dr Chris Hibbert who with his wife, Lion Sue, attended 
our April business meeting.  
 
The Deepings Lions Club 

The Deepings Lions Club celebrated their 43rd Charter Anniversary on Saturday 22nd April. 

Those present at the event included representatives from Market Deeping Town Council, 
Deepings St James Parish Council, The Deepings Rotary Club, Round Table, Freemasons seven 

Lions clubs, friends, and family. 

Deepings Lions President Lynne Roberts said that she was so pleased that 
the event had been so well attended and announced that over £4000 has 

been raised by the Club for Lions Brain Tumour Research Appeal from 
June last year. She thanked everyone in Deepings and surrounding 
villages who had supported the various fund-raising activities for this and 

other good causes.   

Deepings Lions Esther Graham and Dave Coombs were presented with 
the highest Lions achievement award: ‘The Melvin Jones Fellowship 

Award’. The awards were presented by Past District Governor Lion Steve 
Scall following the proposal of President Lion Lynne Roberts 

 

Dereham Lions Club  

Dereham Lions receive a cheque from TESCO to help with their local 

service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appeal for Child’s Motorised Wheelchair 

Isle of Axholme Lions 

Isle of Axholme Lions in North Lincolnshire were very keen to help when a request came last 

year from a local family to help a Ukrainian Refugee boy of 4 who has severe mobility problems. 

They were able to provide Dmitro with a special trike thanks to North 

Notts Lions having just such a trike in storage. Lion David took it to 

AJ’s Cycle Shack in Epworth, and they spruced it up and gave it a 

good service to make it ready for action. 

Dmitro and his Mum took delivery, and it has been used constantly 

around the town. 

Dimitro has now started at one of our local Primary Schools and is 

doing well apart from his mobility.  

We were talking with the school’s 

Head, Sean Woolley, and he said 

he was desperate to get a motorised chair for Dimitro and could Isle Lions 

assist in any way. Having helped Dmitro already we are obviously keen to 

continue our support, if at all possible. 

We are wondering if any club in the District happens to have such a chair 

available for a growing 5 year old, controlled by a joystick and suitable 

for a school environment? Or do they know where a 2nd 

hand one could be sourced? 

This is the style of chair needed and it would make such a difference to this 

young lad’s education chances, and it’s always good to work hand in hand with 

our fellow Lions! 

If you can help, please drop a line to sec@isle-lions.org.uk – and THANK YOU! 

 

FOR SALE 
 

I am the treasurer of Haverhill Lions, and we 

need to move on our beautiful ride-on train 
and carriages. 
 
As a result of space and ageing members we 
feel it’s now time for another club to have 

some fun at events whilst raising valuable 
funds. 

 
We will supply details, but in short, the engine 
looks like ‘Thomas’ and the carriages seat 16. 

Everything loads neatly onto a twin axle 
trailer. 

 
Please let me know if you are interested as our free storage space has sadly come to 
an end. 

 

Contact Haverhill Lions for details. 
 

  Lion David Hollier takes over refurbished trike 

mailto:sec@isle-lions.org.uk


 
Clacton Lions Club 

Easter Egg Hamper Draw 2023 

Lion President Keith with Store Manager Dave picking the winning 

tickets for our recent Easter Egg Hamper Draw at Asda Clacton.  It 
is a very popular raffle and was a sell-out with all 1,200 tickets 

being sold by 3.30pm on the Saturday.  The first prize hamper went 
to a family in Clacton, the second prize went to a family in Wivenhoe 
and the third prize hamper was donated to Clacton Foodbank. 

A first for Clacton Lions Club – A Fishing Competition 

Lion President Keith was approached by Dean – the 

owner of Dean’s Fishing tackle Shop in Clacton 
about a new Fundraising event – a fishing 
competition.  Dean would organise the event, all we 

needed to do was to sell the raffle tickets after the 
competition ended. The beaches at Clacton had 50 
fishermen / ladies / youths taking part and after it 

finished, they all met up at the Lifeboat Pub which 
is a favourite with our members as they have real 
ale there – no problem in getting volunteers this 

time!  They were all friendly people who were interested in the work that we do (no prospective 
members though), and the raffle raised £354. Picture shows the competition winners (including Lion 
Presidents Keith’s Grandson Zane) 

 

Donation to Sailship Training & Learning for Life 
Last year, we visited the Sailship Training & learning for life 

project in Clacton and were so impressed 
with the work that they do, wanted to 
support this amazing charity. The aim of 

this charity is to champion work and life 
skills training for people living with a 
learning disability, offering support for 

improved mental health and well-being 
to people who may be recovering from 
injury/ illness and where appropriate, 

pathways back into employment. They 
gave us a ‘shopping list’ and we chose 
the pale green arbour, which has been 

placed in a ‘quiet area’ so that the trainees can sit there when they need alone time.  It was a big 
hit with them, and we were thanked repeatedly for providing them with it. A fantastic charity that 
I am sure we will be supporting again.   

Our first Car Boot sale of the year 

After the successes of the Car Boot sales last year, we 

placed a ‘car boot items wanted’ advert in the local 
newspaper and were overwhelmed by the response – 
our first Car Boot could not come fast enough, and after 

the non-stop rain in March our fingers were crossed for 
Saturday 8th April. The rain stopped and the car boot 
opened, and at 7am it was just 3 degrees – we must be 

mad!!! We had 4 carloads to sell, and we were kept so 
busy for the next 4 hours, did not have time to take any 
pictures during the event BUT raised a fantastic £733.00 

(and only went back with half a car load full).  We have 
enough donated items to do at least another 3 later in the year. 



 

The Buskerteers Flash Choir supporting Clacton Lions 

The Buskerteers Choir covers many areas in Essex, so when 
the Clacton branch approached Amy at Asda in Clacton to bring 

their choir instore, they wanted her to recommend a local 
charity to support.  Amy recommended us, knowing that we 
were raising funds to purchase some more Message in a Bottle 

kits and on Saturday 15th April the choir took their places and 
entertained the shoppers for 30 minutes.  In that short amount 
of time, they raised £75. Thank you Buskerteers. 

Holland On Sea Garage Sale 

Holland on Sea Residents Association hold a garage ‘trail sale’ 

each year, and one of our members was kind enough to ‘loan’ us his front garden for the 10am – 
3pm event.  Maps showing all the venues selling items can 
be purchased for 50p from local shops and serious buyers 

try to visit them all in one day. We loaded up 3 cars with 
items donated to us – thank you again generous Tendring 
residents – and kept our fingers crossed as the weather 

forecast was a bit varied.  There was a steady stream of 
buyers throughout the day, and we were very surprised 
(and pleased) when we counted up at the end of the event 

– it raised a whopping £367.66.  

 

 

Chelmsford Lion Club March and April news  

Chelmsford Lions Club says a huge thank you to the people of Chelmsford for all their generous 
donations over the festive period, when Santa and his sleigh collected more than £12,000 for 

a range of local causes. To celebrate the achievement with all involved, the club held a social 
evening on 22nd March at their new meeting place of St Augustine's church in Springfield, 

attended by Deputy Mayor Bob Massey and Deputy Mayoress Ali Massey. Representatives of 
charities supported including Farleigh Hospice, Barrow Farm RDA, Helen Rollason, Families in 
Focus, Parkinson's, CHESS homeless, New City Girls WI and Havens Hospice, as well as to 

several of the drivers and volunteers who were involved with the collections.  

Meanwhile, our ongoing activities have included spectacle collection, and raising funds through 

our Double Trouble quiz sheet; Marie Currie Daffodil Appeal Collections courtesy of the Newland 
Springs Morrisons Supermarket; plus, a very successful Easter Egg raffle organised in 6 local 

pubs by Lion Stanley Brown. Work also continued to create the sensory garden for Barrow Farm 
Riding for the Disabled at Highwood.  

Chelmsford Lions’ business meetings now take 

place at 8pm on the 2nd Wednesday of every 
month at St Augustine's church in Springfield. At 

our April meeting we recently agreed to make 
further donations from our charity fund to 
homeless charity Sanctus; the Wilderness 

Foundation which provides nature therapy to 
vulnerable people; District Governor’s wife Sue 

Hibbert’s appeal Magic Breakfast; and Brain 
tumour research. 

 

Chelmsford Lions Club Cheque presentation evening to Local Charities. 

 



Swaffham and District Lions Club 

The Lioness Branch Club Easter Egg tombola stall was held 
in the Saturday indoor market, which at present is being held 

in the Methodist Church.  Many thanks to all who supported 
this. The money raised will be donated to Muscular 

Distrophy.   

The Lions PR stall was out again in the Market place on a 
Saturday. Although the weather wasn’t great, we spoke to 

quite several people, 
giving out our information 
leaflets about our Club and 

the Lions International organisation.  We also handed out 
several of our free “Message in a Bottle” plastic bottles, which 

should be kept in the fridge, and contain all your relevant 
medical information, should a medical emergency arise at 
home. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: -  

We will be holding our popular Annual Lions Club WORLD QUIZ on FRIDAY 19th MAY, this time 
at Swaffham Conservative Club, teams of up to 6, staring at 7.30pm. Cost £5 per person. 
Please book your team with Lions on 01760 724304. 

We are also doing a Sponsored Walk on May 20th in support of Magic Breakfast, a charity which 

provides free healthy school breakfasts to children at risk of hunger in disadvantaged areas of 
the UK. This will be a 5mile walk around the Ashill area, finishing with a well- deserved lunch 

at The White Hart, Ashill. 



 



 
 
  

                

                                                              

                     

                                                  

                        

                 

      

        

  

                                                                   

                                                                   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAVERHILL LIONS CLUB 

 

 

Gt. THURLOW VILLAGE HALL 

SATURDAY MAY 20TH 7.30 p.m. 

TEAMS OF UP TO 6 MEMBERS 

£5 PER PERSON 

Bring your own food and drink. 

To book: carol_c54@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:carol_c54@hotmail.co.uk

