
THE DEEPINGS
AREA OF SERVICE: 

The Deepings Lions formed a partnership with Sense and the Deepings Community Trust in spring 
2021 to develop sensory areas within the existing Community Centre’s underutilised back garden.  

The agreed concept was that the newly created sensory garden to be shared with people with 
disabilities with those who are able bodied and to provide a focal point to enhance social 
understanding, integration and help to avoid isolation.

The Deepings Lions were the lead charity in the project and formed a gardening team from club 
members assisted by other volunteers. Consultations were held with the partner organisations 
including potential users of the garden, e.g. Sense families, to help develop the garden design and 
construction needs. Efforts were made to include specific sensory items e.g. plants, garden 
creatures, chimes, water fountain and murals.

A key aspect in the garden’s development was the support of community. A PR campaign was run by 
the project partners to raise the profile of the project and to request support, both financial and 
the enlistment of volunteer workers. 

In total, £7790 funding was raised from donations and community grants from councils, community 
groups, businesses and individuals. Donations were also received of materials and labour. The Lions 
gardening team were supported in completing the work by members of other community groups, e.g. 
Deepings Round Table and Rotary.

The garden was formally opened on the 14th May 2022. It is being maintained by Deepings Lions 
and further developments are planned.  
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AREA OF SERVICE: 

Lessons learnt

What went well?
Sense families and many others in the community are making good use of the
facilities which it has to offer. 
Many positive comments have been received since the garden opened which is 
heartening to hear after the considerable effort involved in its creation.
Through the project significant gains have been made of raising the Deepings 
Lions profile and standing in the community.
Engagement with our partner charities.
PR campaign.
Fundraising (the project had a broad appeal).
Support of volunteers.
Creativity of the garden design.
Formal opening of the garden.

Overall lead charity needed to ensure the 
project is well co-ordinated. 

+ wellbeing

200 people served

1344 volunteer hours


