A SPECIAL APPEAL FROM SOUTHEND LIONS

What Price is a Life
Southend-on-Sea Lions Club has been asked for assistance by Southend-on-Sea, RNLI Lifeboat Station to
facilitate: The Purchase of Two Thermal Imaging Cameras, one for the inshore station and the other for the station at
the end of Southend-on-Sea Pier, located over a mile apart. When paged the crews go straight to the
required station. Therefore, both stations are seeking these items as an additional aid for night rescues as
that would provide instant access to the equipment. Additionally, on a multi asset incident when craft from
both station locations are required it would allow for two sets to be available to assist in the
search. Recently on a night incident a thermal imaging camera, borrowed locally, was found to be of great
assistance. This was only available on loan for that single incident and was not constructed for long term
use in a marine environment. However, the potential for similar equipment designed for the marine
environment experienced in the estuary in low light conditions, was recognised by the entire crew that
night. This was discussed and research to locate a suitable model was commenced with the resulting
information indicating the models forwarded.
Operationally the Lifeboat crew of the inshore lifeboats, when engaged in searching for a person in the water at night have a real challenge. Searching for a casualty, when the only visible feature of an exhausted
person in the water is often just their head, demands an enormous degree of skill and extreme vigilance.
Sighting a person’s head above water at night or low light situations with waves and back reflected light
from a searchlight is always difficult, (See photo above of two of the Southend based boats at night and focus on the blackness of the sky and sea. Likewise look at the reflection back from disturbed water when illuminated by searchlights close to the level of the sea). With thermal imaging the casualty’s head can provide
a heat signature against the surrounding uniform thermal image of the sea, or indeed on the extensive mudflats in low water situations. Immediate access to this equipment at the time of launch would be invaluable
to the station and potentially assist with locating a casualty at night.
As a seaside / estuary town, locals know how important the above are to saving lives, please look at the attached pictures, as we feel they show better than any number of words the relevance of the above. The craft
of this station service not only our town but quite a large surrounding area.
Southend Lifeboat Station RNLI has coastal boundaries with the specified flanking stations but also with
the provision made to go beyond those boundaries for operational purposes when required, or at times for
joint exercises.
The station covers a large area, both tidal sandbank and mudflats prominently feature within it and necessitate the quick response of the hovercraft. This extends south to Sheerness, west along the Thames to
Gravesend and north to Burnham-on-Crouch. Often for operational purposes they will go beyond these
boundaries and being the only station in the area with a hovercraft, even more so.
This is a brief overview of how the station operates as part of the full range of RNLI coverage in this general vicinity. The very nature of the call, prevailing weather conditions, safe operating procedures and a
tried and tested system of either responding independently or in conjunction with flank stations, ensures that
dynamic decisions about deployment of the best possible asset and service is provided.
The addition of these thermal imaging cameras would be an amazing contribution that would be used, not
only for incidents and rescues involving residents but also for the huge numbers of visitors to this area from
London, vast tracts of Essex, Hertfordshire and many other numerous other UK locations.
As a club we can do so much but know our limitations and your support would go a long way in achieving
funding for this equipment.
Please contact Lions Club of Southend on Sea Secretary liontrevorroberts@outlook.com. for details of how
your donation can be made. Price reduction from £3,345 to £2,400 price held until the 31st December
2020 thanks to the skilful negotiations by treasurer of Southend-on-Sea.
Payment now to be paid to the treasurer Lion Roger Fuller if by cheque please endorse the back with
RNLI. BACS to 30-94-26 acc.no. 00900131 and in the reference section please enter your Club's name
and RNLI. In addition please drop him an email via fullerroger@yahoo.co.uk

Dear fellow Lions
The Lions Club Bethlehem needs our urgent help and support. We have received a
plea for donations to relieve the hardship faced by the citizens of Bethlehem.
The key to this appeal is urgency if we are to help before Christmas. Donations, no
matter how small can be paid into a bank account administered by District Treasurer
Lion Paula Mellows. Contact will be made to the District Governor of District 351 to
ensure all monies received will be used for its intended purpose, which is mainly to
provide food for the needy.
Please give this appeal your close and urgent attention, time is short and consideration
will be greatly appreciated by many people. Many communities are suffering in the
same way as Bethlehem this is obviously understood however Bethlehem lights a
candle every year for the whole world, can we now light a candle for Bethlehem in its
time of need?
Bank details:- LCI District105CE, Sort Code: 40 52 40, A/C: 00099737
Our twinned districts of Germany and France and other districts in Europe are also
making similar appeals to their clubs, as they received the same appeal as we did on a
zoom call arranged by our International team leader PDG Derek Prior earlier this
week.
Let’s give them BACK hope and Christmas, I believe in you all, my Lion friends,
start it now and transfer money for the Lions Club of Bethlehem City of Peace.
Thank you…Merry Christmas and God bless you all. We have one week to light a
candle of Hope. Share this with all organisations you know. Let’s give them Hope.
Thank you for reading and understanding this appeal at such short notice.
I wish you your club members and families a merry Christmas and a peaceful and
safe 2021.
Ujjal Kular District Governor 105CE

WHEREVER YOU ARE HAVE A SAFE AND SPECTACULAR
FESTIVE SEASON WITH A HEALTHY 2021.
DEADLINE FOR THE JANUARY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES AND PICTURES IS JANUARY 4TH.

